6            Johnson's lines in THE TRAVELLER. [A.D. 1766.
fragments of our first conversation, which I have preserved, are these: I told him that Voltaire, in a conversation with me, had distinguished Pope and Dryden thus:—' Pope drives a handsome chariot, with a couple of neat trim nags; Dryden a coach, and six stately horses.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, the truth is, they both drive coaches and six; but Dryden's horses are either galloping or stumbling: Pope's go at a steady even trot1.' He said of Goldsmith's Traveller, which had been published in my absence,' There has not been so fine a poem since Pope's time.'
And here it is proper to settle, with authentick precision, what has long floated in publick report, as to Johnson's being himself the authour of a considerable part of that poem. Much, no doubt, both of the sentiments and expression, were derived from conversation with him; and it was certainly submitted to his friendly revision: but in the year 1783,116, at my request, marked with a pencil the lines which he had furnished, which are only line 42Oth,
'To stop too fearful, and too faint to go;'
and the concluding ten lines, except the last couplet but one, which I distinguished by the Italick character:
'How small of all that human hearts endure, That part which kings or laws2 can cause or cure.
1 It is remarkable, that Mr. Gray has employed somewhat the same image to characterise Dryden. He, indeed, furnishes his car with but two horses, but they are of ' ethereal race:'
'Behold where Dryden's less presumptuous car, Wide o'er the fields of glory bear Two coursers of ethereal race, With necks in thunder cloath'd, and long resounding pace.'
Ode on the Progress of Poesy. BOSWELL. In the Life of Pope (Works, viii. 324) Johnson says:—'The style of Dryden is capricious and varied ; that of Pope is cautious and uniform. Dryden obeys the motions of his own mind ; Pope constrains his mind to his own rules of composition. Dryden is sometimes vehement and -rapid; Pope is always smooth, uniform, and gentle.' 8 In the original laws or kings.
Stilla good light, rind free air, he titled up for a study. A silver Htandish and some useful plate, which he had hern prevailed on to accept as pledges of kindness from some who most esteemed him, together with furniture that would not have disgraced a bitter dwelling, banished those appearances of squalid indigence which, in his less happy days, disgusted those who came to see him.' Home of the plate Johnson had bought. Set;/<w/, April 15. i?Hi,
